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Speaker Bios

Barbara M. Henza

Barb Henza joined Cornell Cooperative Extension Cortland County as their Financial and Consumer Educator in 1991. Her primary program areas include family resource management, consumer issues and housing. An Accredited Financial Counselor, she has worked extensively with families and individuals experiencing financial difficulties to find a workable solution as well as build a sound financial foundation for their future economic security.  During her tenure Cornell Cooperative Extension Cortland County has been recognized on the state, regional and national level for the quality of its financial education programs.  
Barb is a member of the Association for Financial Counseling and Planning Education, the Cornell Cooperative Extension Statewide Family Economics and Resource Management Program Work Team, serves as the New York State Extension Representative for the NEFE High School Financial Planning Program and is part of the a member of the Cornell Cooperative Extension management team for the EmPower New York program. 

Email:  bmh13@cornell.edu
Diane LaVigna-Wixted, CFRE, CUDE
As executive director of the New York Credit Union Foundation--the charitable arm of the state’s trade association for credit unions—Diane LaVigna-Wixted is responsible for fundraising, project management, and grant administration. Serving in this role for six years, she works to improve the financial literacy and independence of New Yorkers.  

Notable public speaking and media engagements have included guest speaker for the 2nd annual NY Financial Literacy Forum at Hofstra University in Hempstead; serving as a panelist on the live call in show “Let’s Talk About Money” for WXXI TV in Rochester; and as a participant at the NASDAQ Closing Bell Ceremony highlighting the Emmy-award winning PBS Series, Biz Kid$ in Manhattan.  

LaVigna-Wixted has an extensive background in fundraising including eight years with the Albany Institute of History & Art. Prior to working in the non-profit sector, she had seven years of marketing and communications experience for various professional firms. 

She holds a B.S. in Communications from Syracuse University’s S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communications and several professional designations including Certified Fund Raising Executive (CFRE) and Credit Union Development Education (CUDE). LaVigna-Wixted is Vice Chair of the State Credit Union Foundation Network’s Executive Committee; she served six years on the Board of the Hudson-Mohawk Chapter of the Association of Fundraising Professionals, and was a founding member of the Women’s Fund of the Capital Region. She received the Conover Friend of Business Education Award from the Business Teachers Association of NYS in 2007 and a 40 Under Forty Award from The Business Review in 2004.  

Email: diane.lavigna-wixted@cuany.org
Susan H. Gubing
As principal of her consulting firm, CareerSmarts, Sue has been instrumental in guiding educators in creating dynamic career and workforce development programs. She is passionate about 21st Century Skills, financial literacy, career planning and creating partnerships between industry and education. 

Sue’s career experience includes: Smithtown Schools School/Industry Coordinator for 38 years, an educational consultant for the New York State Education Department, an online instructor for Buffalo State, and co-author of the book Games2Careers.   

She is the founder of the Smithtown School District's Industry Advisory Board and the co-founder of the Smithtown Business and Professional Women's Network. 

Named a “Professional Who Makes an Impact on Long Island’s Economy” by Newsday, Susan Gubing is a leader in industry and education consulting.  

Her current connections to industry include: Board of Director for the Hauppauge Industrial Association, former trustee for LI Works Coalition, and she serves at The New York State Workforce Readiness Director for the Society for Human Resource Management.

Email: gubing@gubing.com
Donna Shepardson

Donna Shepardson earned her M.S. and B.S. at the University at Albany in Business Education.  She has taught at various business schools and high schools during her 25 year career.  For the last 10 years she has been teaching at Columbia High School in East Greenbush, NY, just outside of Albany.  

At Columbia she has taught Financial Literacy, Entrepreneurship, Career and Financial Management, Keyboarding and Business Law.  She is also an advisor for Future Business Leaders of America.

Donna is also a member of several business education associations: NBEA, BTANYS, and BMEA. She has spoken at all three organization’s conferences on the topics of NEFE financial literacy, entrepreneurship, business law, and is widely known for her popular session on “Free Materials for the Business Educator.” This past spring, Donna traveled to San Diego, CA to speak at the National Business Educators’ Association on the topic: “If It’s Free, It’s For Me.” 

Donna received the Clinton A. Reed Award from the New York State Business Teachers' Association -- Outstanding Business Teacher of the Year, 2008 and the Entrepreneurial Educator of the Year--2005 awarded by the New York State Small Business Development Center.
Email: ShepardsonDo@egcsd.org

David J. Anderson

David Anderson, Executive Vice President, joined W!SE in 2007. He oversees several of w!se’s programs, is responsible for technology and human resources and, with the President, for partnerships, development and marketing. He joined W!SE after a career at Citigroup. There, he oversaw a unit in the bank that supports the process of financial sector and capital markets development in developing countries around the world. In this capacity, he provided technical assistance and other forms of advice to public and private sector financial institutions to facilitate financial sector modernization and reform. Prior to that, David held a number of other management positions at Citigroup in the areas of business development, marketing, mergers and acquisitions and strategy.
David holds a BA from University College, London in England and an MBA from Columbia University in the City of New York. He is currently a doctoral candidate in Economics at the New School for Social Research in New York and is actively engaged in Economics and Finance education, having served on the adjunct faculties at several colleges and universities in the New York and surrounding areas for over a decade. He is presently on the adjunct faculty in the Economics Department at Drew University in NJ.  
Email: DAnderson@wise-ny.org
Will deHoo
Will deHoo—known as Will from Holland by students—developed the idea of using highly interactive modules to teach young people financial literacy. Will, President & CEO of FoolProof, has been working with FoolProof for over 7 years, and has done the key design on all modules. Will also works in other consumer areas, and has developed and managed several consumer education projects.

A key project under Will’s supervision was the development of the StopBMA coalition (www.stopbma.com). As supervisor of the StopBMA coalition, Will worked directly with Peter Jennings. Mr. Jennings produced his final ABC news series on this project.

Will has also worked regularly with Former CBS Anchor Walter Cronkite, a personal advisor to Remar Sutton on consumer issues.

Will also serves as one of the spokespersons on all the FoolProof websites.

In the past year alone Will has given over 100 talks in 6 states on financial literacy and the importance of student financial education. He has spoken at high schools, regional conferences, and credit unions in eight states.

E-mail: Will@foolproofhq.com
Mike Sheffer
Mike Sheffer, board member and FoolProof's Director of Education, is an International Baccalaureate Teacher of IB Business and Management at Corning East High School in Corning, New York. Mike is responsible for coordinating all the testing of FoolProof modules in schools.

Mike is also Business Department Chairperson at Corning East, and is adjunct Professor of Business at Corning Community College. Mike is the Varsity Golf Coach at his school and has been the Varsity Girl’s Basketball Coach for years, before retiring after the '09-'10 season.

Mike works closely with FoolProof credit unions and FoolProof high schools. He hosts FoolProof’s “Teacher Blog" and he has developed the teacher guides and teacher lesson plans that work with each FoolProof module.

E-mail: Mike@foolproofhq.com
Hon. John C. Ninfo, II

John C. Ninfo, II received his B.S. in Psychology Degree from Georgetown University in 1968 and J.D. Degree from Boston University Law School in 1973. He was appointed as a United States Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of New York in January, 1992. He served as a member of the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the Second Circuit for the four years it was in existence, as a member of the Bankruptcy Committee for the Second Circuit and a seven-year term as Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of New York. 
For 18 years prior to taking the bench, Judge Ninfo was with the law firm of Underberg & Kessler in Rochester, New York where his concentration was in the areas of bankruptcy, banking and commercial law. Judge Ninfo served in the United States Marine Corps from 1968 - 1970 and was Chief Legal Clerk to the Judge Advocate General of the 4th Marine Air Wing.

In the Fall of 2002, Judge Ninfo founded the Credit Abuse Resistance Education (CARE) Program (www.careprogram.us), a personal finance literacy education outreach program that provides interested and caring judges, trustees, attorneys and court staff members from the Bankruptcy Community to high schools and colleges to share with students their unique knowledge and experiences and to provide them with lessons, tactics and techniques they need in order to help them lead a financially responsible, consumer debt-free life. As of February 2008, the CARE Program has a presence in all fifty states and the District of Columbia.

Email: Hon_John_C_Ninfo_II@nywb.uscourts.gov
Barbara A.J. Dawkins 

Barbara A.J. Dawkins started her career with the Internal Revenue Service in 1983. Beginning in the Taxpayer Service Division she worked her way up to Taxpayer Service Specialist Position.  She then was chosen to work in The Business Assistance Center, a pilot program.  In this position, Barbara provided both prospective and current business owners in depth information about their Federal Tax obligations.  This program won a national Hammer Award. 
She then was promoted to Stakeholder Partnerships Education and Communication Division. Barbara has developed partnerships with several counties helping them provide free income tax assistance in their communities.  She has taught many of her co-workers various classes and workshops throughout the United States as well as work on several national teams.  She has worked with the adopt-a-school program, presenting workshops to IRS’s adopted high school.  She has also taught high school students how to prepare income tax returns.  Her recent awards include, Rural Strategy Team Achievement Award, Functional New Hire Training Team Achievement Award, SPEC Area Director Choice Award Albany Territory and Manager Award for Non-resident Alien web cast.
Email: Barbara.A.Dawkins@irs.gov






