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FINANCIAL LITERACY CERTIFICATION PROGRAM 

FOR SY2010-2011!
High Schools nationwide are invited to register for the Financial Literacy Certification Program, established in 2003, to support the instruction of personal finance. High schools teaching personal finance or financial planning as a unit or course should register for this program and benefit from the w!se Financial Literacy Certification Test. The test evaluates students’ knowledge of budgeting, money, interest, credit, banking, insurance, investing, regulatory agencies, housing, financial and retirement planning, and certifies their ability to manage their own finances. The test can be administered in the fall and/or in the spring. The program has a seven year history and has reached over 85,000 students nationally. In recognition of the program’s success, w!se was awarded the coveted U.S. Treasury John H. Sherman Award for Excellence in Financial Education.
The goals of the Financial Literacy Certification Program are to: 
· Increase the number of young people who are financially literate.

· Measure the knowledge of personal finance among young people.

· Recognize schools and teachers that graduate a high percentage of financially literate students

· Certify Financially Literate all students who pass our standardized Financial Literacy Certification Test

When high schools participate in the Financial Literacy Certification Program, they are provided: 
· Materials: A Teacher’s Guide with a detailed curriculum outline of topics to be covered as part of personal finance instruction, a program calendar, a directory of websites, a vocabulary list along with recommended lesson plan material are provided as well as a user guide if you administer the Test online.
· The w!se Financial Literacy Certification Test: Participating schools administer The w!se Financial Literacy Certification Test and survey to measure students’ knowledge of personal finance.  Students who pass this national test become Certified Financially Literate indicating that he/she has met current national standards for knowledge of personal finance.  Pre-testing is available to a limited number of schools. The Certification Test is newly developed each term and is available in paper or online.
· Psychometric Reporting & Analysis: Tests are administered by teachers and scored by w!se. Scores are reported to schools with an analysis of performance outcomes. Once a year, we publish our Blue Star Financial Literacy Report, which provides an aggregate analysis of results and the impact of instruction on student behavior. School specific information is reported only to the participating school.
· Professional Development and Annual Conference: Teachers are invited to the widely attended MoneyPOWER Conference & Resources Fair. Orientations are also provided each year.
· Website Support: our website, www.moneypower.org provides participating schools with an entry code to access practice tests and a support system for students to help them prepare for the FLCT. Teachers can provide interim benchmark testing while teaching each topic and monitoring student progress.
· Blue Star Distinction: Participating schools providing personal finance instruction to the majority of their students on a grade level and having 75% or more of these students passing the FLCT earn the distinction of being a Blue Star School.
· Recognition and Awards: Blue Star Schools receive a banner. Teachers in whose class 90% of students pass the Test become Gold Star Teachers and receive a certificate. Students who pass the Certification Test become Certified Financially Literate and receive an electronic certificate.  
FAQ

· How much time does it take to teach all the topics? The program can be used to support a half or full year course. We recommend a minimum of 20-30 hours of personal finance instruction over 7 to 8 weeks. 
· How often can the test be administered? The test can be administered with school-based proctors in the fall and/or in the spring in the classroom or in a common space in the school.  
· When should the test be administered? w!se establishes the test schedule in advance based on district and state calendars.

· Who receives the test results? Scores are sent to the contact person at the school and are otherwise kept confidential
· Which students should take the test? The program is suitable for students in all high school grades; it is used most frequently in 11th and 12th grade classes
For more information contact Gerry Rodriguez at grodriguez@wise-ny.org or 212-421-2700.
The Financial Literacy Certification Program is supported by leading U.S. institutions including The McGraw-Hill Companies, Citi Foundation, The Allstate Foundation, the  JPMorgan Chase Foundation, the Wachovia Wells Fargo Foundation, GE Money Bank, the NYSE Foundation, Inc, the Utah Division of Securities, New York City Department of    Consumer Affairs (OFE), the Council on Economic Education (agent for the Department of Education EEE grant program), the Muriel F. Siebert Foundation, Bloomberg L.P., M&T  Charitable Foundation, the Charles Schwab Foundation, Essential Lifestyle Planning Inc. and Signature Bank. Additional support is provided by the American Association of Life Underwriters, American Banker,  America’s Promise  Alliance, Federal Reserve Bank of New York, The Financial Planning Association of New York, Google.org, Hudson River Bank and Trust Company Foundation, the Museum of American Finance, New York City Department of Education, the New York Credit Union Foundation, the New York State Department of Education, the Utah State Office of Education, the Virginia Department of Education, the U.S. Social Security Administration, Foolproof and National Jump$tart. 
“w!se and the CFL Certified Financially Literate program are not affiliated with the FCA Institute”

PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT
2010-2011 Financial Literacy Certification Program

Please fill out the following form and email it back to Gerry Rodriguez at grodriguez@wise-ny.org or fax it to him at 212-980-5053.

ALL PARTICIPANTS (RETURNING and FIRST-TIME) must complete the following:
	Yes, please register ________________________________ (school name) to participate in the Financial Literacy Certification Program. I, ________________________________ (name), will be the designated contact person at the school.

We will teach and test in the (check one or both terms):  FILLIN   \* MERGEFORMAT  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fall Semester   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spring Semester 
Approximate number of students to be tested: ______ Fall Semester  ______Spring Semester
Would you like to administer the pre-test?  FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
No
***We will be following up with details about the pretest during the summer***
Would you like to administer the Certification Test  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online or  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Paper Based?




RETURNING PARTICIPANTS: If your school’s contact information has not changed since the previous year you only need to fill out the information in the box above and return this form via email or fax. If you do need to update any information, please indicate changes on the form below. A principal’s signature is required only if there is a new principal.

FIRST-TIME PARTICIPANTS: Please complete the following. Please PRINT CLEARLY and provide email addresses to enable w!se to effectively communicate with your school throughout the year. Principals MUST sign the agreement at the bottom of the page.

	School Name 

	
	Principal’s Name


	Address


	
	Telephone Number & Extension



	City


	State
	Zip Code
	
	Email



	Telephone 


	Fax


	
	Names of participating teachers (write same if the contact person is also the teacher of the course). 



	Contact Person’s Name (this is the person to whom all programmatic information will be emailed)

	
	Title of the course that is providing personal finance education, e.g., economics, personal finance, etc.


	Contact Telephone & Ext.

	Contact Email


	
	If your school a recipient of Title I Funding?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
No








__High School agrees to: teach personal finance and to arrange for ALL students enrolled in the course(s) identified in this application to take the Financial Literacy Certification Test. We, furthermore, acknowledge and agree that all materials provided by w!se including but not limited to the Teacher’s Guide, the pretest and the Financial Literacy Certification Test are the exclusive property of w!se. Therefore, as a participating school registering for the Financial Literacy Certification Program, we agree NOT to copy, reproduce, or adapt said materials or to disclose or distribute them to any party outside of the school for any purpose whatsoever without prior written authorization from w!se.  We recognize that the Financial Literacy Certification Program will be delivered at no cost. However, we also acknowledge that w!se reserves the right to charge a) a $250 cancellation fee for not completing the program after services have been provided and b) a $10 per test fee (above a 20% cushion) for tests ordered and received, but not used and returned. We also agree that our school will bear the postage cost for mailing completed Certification Tests to w!se. 

For additional information or questions, contact Gerry Rodriguez at grodriguez@wise-ny.org  212-421-2700

_______________________________________



Principal’s Signature

Date
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