What’s New with NEFE?

Susan Sharkey may be new to the National Endowment for Financial Education® (NEFE®)—but she’s hardly the only change there. 

In her short time at the helm of the NEFE High School Financial Planning Program® (HSFPP), Sharkey has sparked a myriad of upgrades and improvements. She communicated these changes in a lively and engaging session at FEST 2011 titled “What’s Next for the HSFPP?” 

The changes focus on several principal areas:


1. Content. The HSFPP is updating its foundational content and is going deeper with new content. Multiple delivery formats will enable teachers to access the curriculum in ways that make sense for them, either in print or online. The program also has expanded its audience scope, extending examples for grades 11-12 into the materials for grades six and up. New materials will be available early 2012. 

2. Website. Sharkey and company also are launching an online learning experience that meets the needs of teachers who want a turnkey curriculum and those who can build their own lesson plans). Online ordering will get an upgrade, while a new social media component will allow teachers to share knowledge and experiences with one another. The beta site for the new web presence is scheduled for launch next spring.

3. Teacher/mentor/sponsor support. The HSFPP is expanding its training formats to include webinars as well as face-to-face training. Pre-service training allows teachers to build their knowledge base on their own. According to Sharkey, these pre-service modules, which Jump$tart* member organizations are collaborating to create, are particularly important for helping teachers build confidence to teach financial literacy. “Not all teachers feel competent or comfortable teaching personal finance, especially if they have had no prior related training,” she said. “Yet they may be assigned to teach money management skills because of the state requirements or district expectations.  Providing teacher support in a variety of modes can help build confidence and knowledge to bridge the gap for teachers.” 

4. Resources for all life stages. NEFE provides additional personal finance materials and programs for college-bound high school students, current college students, and adults. Among other resources, Sharkey highlighted Spendster.org, where visitors can confess their poor spending habits and learn from others’ mistakes, and SmartAboutMoney.org, which includes a survey to determine how one’s values impact one’s financial decisions. 

5. Research. Recently, NEFE has been deeply involved with sponsoring two major studies: a University of Arizona study looking at the connections between financial success and well-being of students as they progress from freshman to senior year, and the 2009 University of Wisconsin National Teachers’ Capacity to Teach survey. 

Sharkey also noted new and innovative applications for HSFPP materials. For example, the state of Wisconsin is using NEFE materials in its correctional system. In another situation, business volunteers use the HSFPP materials to provide personal finance instruction for teens involved with The Bridge Project, a nonprofit community organization in the Denver area. 
“Programs like HSFPP are truly the foundation of financial literacy,” Sharkey said. “It’s essential to have resources that are classroom-worthy, unbiased, high-quality, and affordable—in this case, absolutely free.” 

*Jump$tart Coalition® for Personal Financial Literacy – www.jumpstart.org
